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a bi-yearly quantitative index that monitors and analyzes the stances declared 
by a number of active and influential actors in Syria towards the most prominent 
political events during this period- without an objective analysis.

Consensus Index:

Index Methodology

to measure the degree of consensus and disagreement between the different 
political and intellectual positions on all of the issues related to the Syrian issue 
during the first half of 2019.

Index’s Aim

Criteria to Determine Forces

Criteria for Consensus or Lack of Consensus:

The Syrian Revolutionary 
and Opposition Forces 
in general have official 

channels which practice 
political activities in one 

manner or another, which 
express their ability to effect 

and influence (publishing 
of, at least, one political 

statement during the period 
of observation, whether 

in relation to the observed 
events or not)

By Consesus Stances, we mean those stances which are in accordance 
wiht the majority, whether explicit or implicit, whether positive or 

negative- the stances which differ from the majority are considered "non-
consensual stances"- the stances of silent parties were not taken into 

consideration

The declared stances were analyzed 
in accordance with the determined 

quantiative index- absence of a 
statement or declared stance is 

considered as "silence"- stances of 
coalition bodies are attributed to the 

sides that are affailated wiht them 
in the case they did not publish their 

own seperate statement, if it part 
of more than one coalition body, 

then the stance of the last body it 
affailated with is attributed to it- the 
index did not take into consideration 

the relative strengths of the 
different forces

Quantitative Analysis

The National
Consensus Index
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Scholarly Institutions

Politically Active Popular Institutions

Civil Society Organizations and Unions

Military Forces

Political Forces

Observed Forces
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Observed Stances during the First Half of 2019

Events 
Related 
to the 

Political 
Process.

International 
Events that 
Effect the 

Syrian Issue

Domestic 
Military 
Events

Domestic 
Events 

that 
Effected 
Civilians

• Russian Statements on the lack of 
demands for Assad's removal
• Putin's statements on Assad's victory
• The 12th Round of the Astana Process
• The American-French declaration of 

the failure to form a constitutional 
committee.

• Trump's signing of 
a ? recognizing Israeli 

sovreignity over the Golan
• The American categorization 

of the Iranian Republican Guard 
as a terrorist organization
• The offenses against Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon	

• The Battles against Daesh.
• Massacre of civilians in Baghouz 
caused by the Alliance .
• Military Escalation against Idlib.

• Besiegement of the 
Al-Rukban refugee camp 
and forcing its residents to 
regime-controlled areas.
• The return of revolutionary 
activity in Deraa.
• Claims of economic besigement of 
civilians in regime-controlled areas.
• The loaning of the Tartus port to Russia.
• Burning of harvest in North-Eastern 
Syria.

Index of Consensus between 
Civilian Parties on the 

Humanitarian Situation:
It is an index special only to 

monitoring the announcement 
published by alliances of civilian 

organizations towards events 
related to the Syrian issue

Statement of Syrian 
organization on 

challenges and risks 
faced by humanitarian 

work

Humanitarian Situation Consesus Index

Message to Security 
Council warning 

against escalation and 
possible humanitarian 

disaster

100
% 87

%

13
%
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Consensus Index on Statements related to the Political Process

Degree of Consensus on Domestic Military Events

Russian Statements on 
Assad’s Removal

Putin’s Statements 
on Assad’s Victory

The 12th Round of 
Astana Talks

The American-French 
Declaration
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SilenceDiffering StancesDiffering Stances

Battles against DaeshThe Alliance’s Massacre 
of Civilians in Baghouz

Escalation against 
Idlib
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SilenceDiffering StancesDiffering Stances

Part Two: Degree of Consensus of Syrian Forces
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Consensus Index on Domestic Events Affecting Civilians

Besiegement of 
Al-Rukban camp 

and pressure upon 
civilians to return to 

regime areas

Return of Protests 
in Deraa

Economic Besiegement 
of Civilians in Regime 

Areas

Loaning to Russia 
of Tartous Port

Burning of 
Harvest in North 

Eastern Syria
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SilenceDiffering StancesDiffering Stances
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International Events Related to Syrian Issue
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Trump’s recognition of Israeli 
Sovereignty over Golan

Classification of Iranian Republican 
Guard as Terrorist Organization

Offenses against Syrian 
Refugees in Lebanon
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Part Two: Degree of Consensus of Syrian Forces
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Consensus Index on 
Statements and Stances 

on Political Process

Consensus Index on 
Events Affecting 

Civilians

Consensus Index on 
International Events 

Related to Syrian Issue

Consensus Index on 
Domestic Military 

Events

Russian 
Statements on 

Assad’s Removal

Putin’s 
Statements on 
Assad’s Victory

The 12th 
Round of 

Astana Talks

The American-
French 

Declaration

Besiegment of Al-
Rukban Camp and 

Pressuring Civilians 
to Return to Regime 

Areas

Return of 
Protests in 

Deraa

Economic 
Besiegement of 

Civilians in Regime 
Areas

Loaning to 
Russia of 

Tartus Port

Burning of 
produce in North 

Eastern Syria

Trump’s recognition 
of Israeli Sovereignty 

over Golan

Classification of Iranian 
Republican Guard as 

Terrorist Organization

Offenses against 
Syrian Refugees in 

Lebanon
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Battles against Daesh The Alliance’s 
Massacre of Civilians 

in Baghouz

Escalation against 
Idlib

Part Two: Total Consensus of Syrian Forces according 
to Observed Event

SilenceDiffering StancesDiffering Stances
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Consensus Index According to Observed Groups 

Consensus Index- Political Forces

Consensus Index- Revolutionary 

Total Consensus Index- 
Military Parties

General Consensus Index

72% 28% 100%

96%

60%
38%

4%

2%

67% 33%
100%

98%

66% 33%

2%

1%
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